
Dear GOF families,  
 
May is here!  School is almost over, summer is around the corner! Can you believe it?  
As kids are thinking about being finished with their school year and parents are planning 
for the summer schedules, it is important to keep God in the middle of our lives.  
 
We are in the Easter season, the most joyful time of the Church year! It was by Christ’s 
resurrection from the dead that proved He is God and we must rejoice always because 
Heaven was opened for us poor sinners.  That is how much He loves each one of us.  If 
we lived our lives with the confidence of knowing in our core of God’s unconditional 
love for us, we would probably live differently.  We would be able to pour ourselves out 
more fully for those in our own families and others as well.  There would not be a selfish 
motive or judgementalness in our hearts.  We would live with true joy and peace, not 
what the world tells us joy and peace are. During this Easter season, let us ask God our 
loving Father to open our hearts to receive His love more fully so we can freely give love 
to others.  Remember it is in giving that we receive. 
 
We also must remember the month of May is dedicated to Our Lady.  On May 13th we 
celebrate the feast day of Our Lady of Fatima when Mary appeared to 3 shepherd 
children near Fatima, Portugal.  If you have a statue of Mary in your own home, you can 
do your own “May crowning” of Mary singing a joyful Marian hymn.  It is by these small 
practices that turn into family traditions in which our kids “catch” the faith from us!  You 
may also incorporate the “Hail Mary Prayer” or one decade of the rosary as a family 
during your family prayer time this month.   
 
Make note this summer our parish will be hosting the Duc In Altum team again.  This is 
an authentically Catholic program led by our own diocesan seminarians!  All who 
participated in this program last year came away on fire with our Catholic Faith!  It will 
be a faith filled time again for our youth.  There will also be Totus Tuus camps available 
at Storm Mountain for those who have completed 6th-8th grades and also high school 
students. 
 
As you are making your summer plans and vacations, remember to attend Mass while 
you are away.  Jesus knows what we need more than we do and He knows that we need 
His body, blood, soul, and divinity to sustain us!  Make it a pilgrimage when you attend 
Mass and explore the statues, grottos and places of prayer they offer or visit with the 
parish priest and get a blessing as you continue your travels!  God cannot be outdone in 
generosity.  We must keep our eyes on Him always with total trust and surrender.  Graces 
will abound!!! 
 
Have a wonderful and blessed summer! 
God bless you! 
 
 


